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Was Mussolini really the power-crazed cynic that many see him as? Was he a true revolutionary? Both
ruthless and opportunistic, Benito Mussolini was driven by ideology and a desire to make Italy great. This
survey is key to understanding one of the most fascinating 20th-century European dictators.

The Pope and Mussolini

PULITZER PRIZE WINNER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SAN
FRANCISCO CHRONICLE From National Book Award finalist David I. Kertzer comes the gripping story
of Pope Pius XI’s secret relations with Italian dictator Benito Mussolini. This groundbreaking work, based on
seven years of research in the Vatican and Fascist archives, including reports from Mussolini’s spies inside
the highest levels of the Church, will forever change our understanding of the Vatican’s role in the rise of
Fascism in Europe. The Pope and Mussolini tells the story of two men who came to power in 1922, and
together changed the course of twentieth-century history. In most respects, they could not have been more
different. One was scholarly and devout, the other thuggish and profane. Yet Pius XI and “Il Duce” had many
things in common. They shared a distrust of democracy and a visceral hatred of Communism. Both were
prone to sudden fits of temper and were fiercely protective of the prerogatives of their office. (“We have
many interests to protect,” the Pope declared, soon after Mussolini seized control of the government in 1922.)
Each relied on the other to consolidate his power and achieve his political goals. In a challenge to the
conventional history of this period, in which a heroic Church does battle with the Fascist regime, Kertzer
shows how Pius XI played a crucial role in making Mussolini’s dictatorship possible and keeping him in
power. In exchange for Vatican support, Mussolini restored many of the privileges the Church had lost and
gave in to the pope’s demands that the police enforce Catholic morality. Yet in the last years of his life—as
the Italian dictator grew ever closer to Hitler—the pontiff’s faith in this treacherous bargain started to waver.
With his health failing, he began to lash out at the Duce and threatened to denounce Mussolini’s anti-Semitic
racial laws before it was too late. Horrified by the threat to the Church-Fascist alliance, the Vatican’s inner
circle, including the future Pope Pius XII, struggled to restrain the headstrong pope from destroying a
partnership that had served both the Church and the dictator for many years. The Pope and Mussolini brims
with memorable portraits of the men who helped enable the reign of Fascism in Italy: Father Pietro Tacchi
Venturi, Pius’s personal emissary to the dictator, a wily anti-Semite known as Mussolini’s Rasputin; Victor
Emmanuel III, the king of Italy, an object of widespread derision who lacked the stature—literally and
figuratively—to stand up to the domineering Duce; and Cardinal Secretary of State Eugenio Pacelli, whose
political skills and ambition made him Mussolini’s most powerful ally inside the Vatican, and positioned him
to succeed the pontiff as the controversial Pius XII, whose actions during World War II would be subject for
debate for decades to come. With the recent opening of the Vatican archives covering Pius XI’s papacy, the
full story of the Pope’s complex relationship with his Fascist partner can finally be told. Vivid, dramatic,
with surprises at every turn, The Pope and Mussolini is history writ large and with the lightning hand of truth.

Mussolini's Intellectuals

Fascism has traditionally been characterized as irrational and anti-intellectual, finding expression exclusively
as a cluster of myths, emotions, instincts, and hatreds. This intellectual history of Italian Fascism--the product
of four decades of work by one of the leading experts on the subject in the English-speaking world--provides
an alternative account. A. James Gregor argues that Italian Fascism may have been a flawed system of belief,
but it was neither more nor less irrational than other revolutionary ideologies of the twentieth century. Gregor



makes this case by presenting for the first time a chronological account of the major intellectual figures of
Italian Fascism, tracing how the movement's ideas evolved in response to social and political developments
inside and outside of Italy. Gregor follows Fascist thought from its beginnings in socialist ideology about the
time of the First World War--when Mussolini himself was a leader of revolutionary socialism--through its
evolution into a separate body of thought and to its destruction in the Second World War. Along the way,
Gregor offers extended accounts of some of Italian Fascism's major thinkers, including Sergio Panunzio and
Ugo Spirito, Alfredo Rocco (Mussolini's Minister of Justice), and Julius Evola, a bizarre and sinister figure
who has inspired much contemporary \"neofascism.\" Gregor's account reveals the flaws and tensions that
dogged Fascist thought from the beginning, but shows that if we want to come to grips with one of the most
important political movements of the twentieth century, we nevertheless need to understand that Fascism had
serious intellectual as well as visceral roots.

My Autobiography

DIVRecollections of the Italian dictator's public and private life — from his early years as an agitator and
journalist to the \"March on Rome\" and his first years in power. /div

Mussolini

In 1945, disguised in German greatcoat and helmet, Mussolini attempted to escape from the advancing Allied
armies. Unfortunately for him, the convoy of which he was part was stopped by partisans and his features,
made so familiar by Fascist propaganda, gave him away. Within 24 hours he was executed by his captors,
joining those he sent early to their graves as an outcome of his tyranny, at least one million people. He was
one of the tyrant-killers who so scarred interwar Europe, but we cannot properly understand him or his
regime by any simple equation with Hitler or Stalin. Like them, his life began modestly in the provinces;
unlike them, he maintained a traditonal male family life, including both wife and mistresses, and sought in
his way to be an intellectual. He was cruel (though not the cruellest); his racism existed, but never without
the consistency and vigor that would have made him a good recruit for the SS. He sought an empire; but, in
the most part, his was of the old-fashioned, costly, nineteenth century variety, not a racial or ideological
imperium. And, self-evidently Italian society was not German or Russian: the particular patterns of that
society shaped his dictatorship. Bosworth's Mussolini allows us to come closer than ever before to an
appreciation of the life and actions of the man and of the political world and society within which he
operated. With extraordinary skill and vividness, drawing on a huge range of sources, this biography paints a
picture of brutality and failure, yet one tempered with an understanding of Mussolini as a human being, not
so different from many of his contemporaries. 'The definitive study of the Italian dictator.' - Library Journal

Mussolini's Italy

For almost all nations the First World War was an unparalleled disaster, but the Italian experience especially
was to have catastrophic consequences. Weakened and embittered, trying and failing to come to terms with
600,000 dead and with an entire generation of men militarized by fighting, Italy gave birth to a new form of
political life: Fascism. Richard Bosworth brings to life the period when Italians participated in a vast and
ultimately ruinous political experiment under their dictator, Benito Mussolini, and his fascist henchmen. The
fascists were the first totalitarians, aiming to reshape Italy and its people utterly. Their regime was based on a
cult of violence and obedience. Yet, despite this, Italians found ingenious ways of adapting, limiting,
undermining and ridiculing Mussolini's ambitions for them. The heart of this book is its engagement with the
life of these ordinary Italians and their families, struggling through terrible times. Bosworth creates a
powerful, plausible and entertaining picture of Italian life and a regime which - as the world hurtled towards
the cataclysm of the Second World War - was to force humiliation, defeat, invasion and the utter collapse of
the nation state.
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“The particular merit of Mack Smith's Mussolini is that it reveals his extraordinary blood-
thirstiness...combined with an equally extraordinary incompetence...one of the most severe indictments of
Mussolini ever penned.”—Sunday Times. An unflinching portrait of a supreme opportunist. Although
Mussolini considered himself a man of destiny, he program consisted of little more than aggression overseas,
suppression at home, and an aping of Hitler's racial laws. In the end, that “destiny” led to his nation's collapse
and his own destruction.

Mussolini's War

WINNER OF THE 2021 DUKE OF WELLINGTON MEDAL FOR MILITARY HISTORY A DAILY
TELEGRAPH BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 From an acclaimed military historian, the definitive account of
Italy's experience of the Second World War While staying closely aligned with Hitler, Mussolini remained
carefully neutral until the summer of 1940. Then, with the wholly unexpected and sudden collapse of the
French and British armies, Mussolini declared war on the Allies in the hope of making territorial gains in
southern France and Africa. This decision proved a horrifying miscalculation, dooming Italy to its own
prolonged and unwinnable war, immense casualties and an Allied invasion in 1943 which ushered in a
terrible new era for the country. John Gooch's new book is the definitive account of Italy's war experience.
Beginning with the invasion of Abyssinia and ending with Mussolini's arrest, Gooch brilliantly portrays the
nightmare of a country with too small an industrial sector, too incompetent a leadership and too many fronts
on which to fight. Everywhere - whether in the USSR, the Western Desert or the Balkans - Italian troops
found themselves against either better-equipped or more motivated enemies. The result was a war entirely at
odds with the dreams of pre-war Italian planners - a series of desperate improvizations against Allies who
could draw on global resources and against whom Italy proved helpless. This remarkable book rightly shows
the centrality of Italy to the war, outlining the brief rise and disastrous fall of the Italian military campaign. 'It
is hard to imagine a finer account, both of the sweep of Italy's wars, and of the characters caught up in them'
Caroline Moorhead, The Guardian

Benito Mussolini - Autobiography

The Autobiography was first published in 1928, during Mussolini's reign as the dictator of Italy. The book
was written as a means of promoting Mussolini's image both within Italy and abroad, presenting his life story
and political ideology from his own perspective. The autobiography provides a narrative of Mussolini's life
from his humble beginnings to his rise as the leader of Italy. It covers key events such as his early
involvement in socialism, his break with the socialist movement, and his role in World War I, which he
credits with shaping his nationalist beliefs. The book also details his founding of the Fascist movement, the
March on Rome, and the establishment of his dictatorial regime. Mussolini uses the autobiography to justify
his actions and to present himself as a strong, visionary leader who saved Italy from chaos and decay. The
book is filled with propaganda, aimed at reinforcing the fascist ideology and Mussolini's image as \"Il
Duce.\" It reflects his belief in authoritarianism, the importance of the state, and his disdain for democracy
and liberalism.

Mussolini

Benito Mussolini was a brilliant Socialist journalist who in 1914 declared war, put himself at the head if the
anti-Socialist movement in Italy, manoeuvred himself into power by 1933 and ruled the country until
overthrown in 1943. He was a dynamic but insecure personality, who appeared dictatorial but always had to
share power with the military and bureaucratic establishment. Mussolini founded an Empire in Africa and
tried to 'make Italians' in his own heroic, war like image, but in fact failed to even control his own family! In
June 1940, when France fell, he could not resist joining in the Second World War on the German side,
although Italy was not equipped for serious fighting. His rule ended in Military disaster and personal
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humiliation. This new biography focuses both on Mussolini's personality and on the way he exercised power,
and regards these two issues as closely linked. It sees him as a man with all the talents needed to attain power
but few of those needed to exercise it well. This book primarily focuses on how Mussolini had absolutely the
wrong personality for a successful political leader.

Mussolini and the Salò Republic, 1943–1945

This book is a long overdue in-depth study of the Italian Social Republic. Set up in 1943 by Hitler in the
town of Salò on Lake Garda and ruled by Mussolini, this makeshift government was a last-ditch effort to
ensure the survival of Fascism, ending with the murder of Mussolini by partisans in 1945. The RSI was a
loosely organized regime made up of professed patriots, apostles of law and order, and rogue militias who
committed atrocities against presumed and real enemies. H. James Burgwyn narrates the history of the RSI,
with vivid portraits of key figures and thoughtful analysis of how radical fascists managed to take the Salò
regime from a dictatorship in Italy to a Continental nazifascismo, hand in hand with the Third Reich. This
book stands as an essential bookend to the life of Mussolini, with new insights into the man who duped the
Italian people and provoked a war that ended in catastrophic defeat.

Mussolini's Italy

With Mussolini ’s Italy, R.J.B. Bosworth—the foremost scholar on the subject writing in English—vividly
brings to life the period in which Italians participated in one of the twentieth century’s most notorious
political experiments. Il Duce’s Fascists were the original totalitarians, espousing a cult of violence and
obedience that inspired many other dictatorships, Hitler’s first among them. But as Bosworth reveals, many
Italians resisted its ideology, finding ways, ingenious and varied, to keep Fascism from taking hold as deeply
as it did in Germany. A sweeping chronicle of struggle in terrible times, this is the definitive account of
Italy’s darkest hour.

The Jews in Mussolini's Italy

Provides a comprehensive history from the rise of fascism in 1922 to its defeat in 1945. The author uses
statistical evidence to document how the Italian social climate changed from relatively just to irredeemably
prejudicial. He demonstrates that Rome did not simply follow the lead of Berlin.

Benito Mussolini

A vividly written portrait of Benito Mussolini, whose passion for the theatre profoundly shaped his ideology
and actions as head of fascist Italy This consistently illuminating book transforms our understanding of
fascism as a whole, and will have strong appeal to readers in both theatre studies and modern Italian history.

Mussolini's Theatre

Dotyczy m. in. Polski.

Mussolini's Shadow

Drawing on freshly discovered material--including correspondence previously unavailable outside
academia--the talented writer and journalist Nicholas Farrell has created a revelatory biography of the Italian
fascist leader and dictator. How did Mussolini manage to take power and hold on to it for two decades? What
inspired Churchill to call him \"the Roman genius\" and Pope Pius XI to say he was \"sent by Providence\"?
And how did Mussolini successfully curtail democracy without using mass murder to stay in command?
Farrell answers these questions and more, focusing particularly on Mussolini's fatal error: his alliance with
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Hitler, whom he despised. Anyone interested in history, politics, and World War II will encounter an
intriguing and startling picture of one of the 20th century's key figures.

Mussolini

THE PHENOMENAL INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER M. is a startling look into the fascist mindset, a
portrait of unrelenting determination, and an impeccable work of historical fiction.

M: Son of the Century

The Nazi invasion of Poland in 1939 plunged the world into its second global conflict. The Third Reich's
attack, mounted without consulting its Italian ally, had other reverberations as well. Chief among them was
Mussolini's decision to conduct a \"parallel war\" based on his own tactical and political agendas. Against
this backdrop, Daniel Carpi depicts the fate of some 5000 Jews in Tunisia and as many as 30,000 in
southeastern France, all of whom came under the aegis of the Italian Fascist regime early in the war. Many
were unskilled immigrants: still others were political refugees, activists, or anti-fascist emigres, the
fuoriusciti who fled oppression in Italy only to find themselves under its rule once again after the fall of
France. While the Fascist regime disagreed with Hitler's final solution for the \"Jewish problem,\" it also saw
actions by Vichy French police or German security forces against Jews in Italian-controlled regions as an
erosion of Rome's power. Thus, although these Jews were not free from oppression, Carpi shows that as long
as Italy maintained control over them its consular officials were able to block the arrests and mass
deportations occurring elsewhere.

Mussolini

Ordinary Violence in Mussolini's Italy reveals the centrality of violence to Fascist rule, arguing that the
Mussolini regime projected its coercive power deeply and diffusely into society through confinement,
imprisonment, low-level physical assaults, economic deprivations, intimidation, discrimination, and other
everyday forms of coercion. Fascist repression was thus more intense and ideological than previously thought
and even shared some important similarities with Nazi and Soviet terror.

Between Mussolini and Hitler

In October 1922 Mussolini became the constitutional head of the Italian government; by late 1926 he had
imposed a Fascist dictatorship on Italy. Professor Cassels, who argues that Mussolini's policies in the 1930s,
the era of the Rome- Berlin axis, were foreshadowed by those of the 1920s, traces the stages by which
Mussolini took control of Italy's foreign relations. Within the period 1922-1927, Mussolini, biased against
democratic states, moved away from Italy's wartime alliance with Britain and France to a policy in favor of
authoritarian force. France became the \"moral rival\"; and the Anglo-Italian entente, calculated to insure
British good will, soon cooled as Mussolini sought to realize an Italian empire in the Mediterranean basin.
Italy's career diplomats, who at first had tried to restrain Mussolini's adventurism, by 1927 were totally in the
background. Mussolini emerges, therefore, as a more radical and far less conventional Italian statesman than
he is usually depicted in other historical studies. Originally published in 1970. The Princeton Legacy Library
uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of
books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

Mussolini's Cities

Mussolini



First published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Ordinary Violence in Mussolini's Italy

The early twentieth century in Italy was a crucial period in its history. Mussolini and Fascism surveys all the
important issues and topics of the period including the origins and rise of Fascism, Mussolini as Prime
Minister and Dictator, the Totalitarian state, foreign policy and the Second World War. It also examines how
Italian Fascism compared to other inter-war dictatorships.

Mussolini's Early Diplomacy

Depicts the life of Benito Mussolini, discusses how he came to power in Italy, and describes his activities as
dictator

Mussolini and Fascist Italy

This is the original Doctrine of Fascism. This doctrine worked as the basis of the Italian Fascist Party and
influenced numerous fascist movements and individuals that followed. \"Fascism, the more it considers and
observes the future and the development of humanity quite apart from political considerations of the moment,
believes neither in the possibility nor the utility of perpetual peace. It thus repudiates the doctrine of Pacifism
- born of a renunciation of the struggle and an act of cowardice in the face of sacrifice. War alone brings up
to its highest tension all human energy and puts the stamp of nobility upon the peoples who have courage to
meet it.\" -Mussolini

Mussolini and Fascism

Om den italienske diktator fortalt af hans hustru

Il Duce

With his signature insight and compelling style, Christopher Hibbert explains the extraordinary complexities
and contradictions that characterized Benito Mussolini. Mussolini was born on a Sunday afternoon in 1883 in
a village in central Italy. On a Saturday afternoon in 1945 he was shot by Communist partisans on the shores
of Lake Como. In the sixty-two years in between those two fateful afternoons Mussolini lived one of the
most dramatic lives in modern history. Hibbert traces Mussolini's unstoppable rise to power and details the
nuances of his facist ideology. This book examines Mussolini's legacy and reveals why he continues to be
both revered and reviled by the Italian people.

The Doctrine of Fascism

Records Il Duce's years as an agitator and journalist, formation of the fascist party, his years in power, and
the coup d'etat that deposed him.

Mussolini: an Intimate Biography

This book examines the evolution of the Italian Fascist regime's colonial policy within the context of
European politics. It demonstrates how a Hitler-led Germany ultimately proved the best mechanism for
overseas Italian expansion in East Africa.

Mussolini

Mussolini



Originally published in 1964, this book holds the story of Italian Fascism and its leader up to the light. Gallo
explains how Fascism triumphed in Italy, what it did to and for that country, and what its heritage is for
present-day Italy. The character of Mussolini is explored as it is interwoven with the history of the
dictatorship he founded, and Gallo demonstrates beyond doubt the enthusiasm with which Italian industry,
finance, and business supported Mussolini's self-styled, anti-capitalist movement.

My Rise And Fall

This exploration of the environmental practices of Benito Mussolini’s fascist regime invites readers to
consider the ecological connections of all political projects. “We might think we see a mountain while it was
a war; a forest can actually be an engine; a monument to workers might reflect the violence of a colonial
empire.”—extracted from Mussolini’s Nature In this first environmental history of Italian fascism, Marco
Armiero, Roberta Biasillo, and Wilko Graf von Hardenberg reveal that nature and fascist rhetoric are
inextricable. Mussolini’s Nature explores fascist political ecologies, or rather the practices and narratives
through which the regime constructed imaginary and material ecologies functional to its political project. The
book does not pursue the ghost of a green Mussolini by counting how many national parks were created
during the regime or how many trees planted. Instead, the reader is trained to recognize fascist political
ecology in Mussolini’s speeches, reclaimed landscapes, policies of economic self-sufficiency, propaganda
documentaries, reforested areas, and in the environmental transformation of its colonial holdings. The authors
conclude with an examination of the role of fascist landscapes in the country’s postwar reconstruction:
Mussolini’s nature is still visible today through plaques, monuments, toponomy, and the shapes of
landscapes. This original, and surprisingly intimate, environmental history is not merely a chronicle of
conservation in fascist Italy but also an invitation to consider the socioecological connections of all political
projects.

Mussolini in Ethiopia, 1919–1935

In 1922 the Fascist 'March on Rome' brought Benito Mussolini to power. He promised Italians that his fascist
revolution would unite them as never before and make Italy a strong and respected nation internationally. In
the next two decades, Mussolini set about rebuilding the city of Rome as the site and symbol of the new
fascist Italy. Through an ambitious program of demolition and construction he sought to make Rome a
modern capital of a nation and an empire worthy of Rome's imperial past. Building the new Rome put people
to work, 'liberated' ancient monuments, cleared slums, produced new \"cities\" for education, sports, and
cinema, produced wide new streets, and provided the regime with a setting to showcase fascism's dynamism,
power, and greatness. Mussolini's Rome thus embodied the movement, the man and the myth that made up
fascist Italy.

Mussolini's Italy

\"My Autobiography\" offers a crucial firsthand account of the rise of fascism in Italy from the perspective of
its architect, Benito Mussolini. This historical document provides invaluable insight into the political
landscape of early 20th-century Europe and the forces that propelled Mussolini to power. Delve into the mind
of a dictator as he justifies his actions and outlines his vision for a revitalized Italy. A vital primary source for
anyone studying fascism, Italian history, or the dynamics of political dictatorship, this autobiography
presents a controversial yet essential perspective on a pivotal period. Explore the historical context and the
theoretical underpinnings of fascism as articulated by its leader. This book is a powerful and thought-
provoking exploration of a complex and consequential historical era. This work has been selected by scholars
as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in
the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of
the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
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you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Mussolini's Nature

The first exploration of how Mussolini employed population settlement inside the nation and across the
empire to strengthen Italian sovereignty.

Mussolini’s Rome

Mussolini's Italy is a compelling introduction to this infamous fascist dictator and his extraordinary rule.
Though sometimes regarded as a farcical ruler, Mussolini's 'brutal friendship' with Hitler and his tyrannical
killing of over a million people cannot be ignored as crucial aspects of modern European history. David
Evans' pacy and nuanced analysis of the rise and fall of this colourful yet dangerous dictator, will keep you
gripped from beginning to end.

My Autobiography

Lucia Ceci reconstructs the relationship between the Catholic Church and Fascism. New sources from the
Vatican Archives throw fresh light on individual aspects of this complex relationship: the accession of
Mussolini to power, the war in Ethiopia, the racial laws, the comparison between Pius XI and Pius XII. This
book offers a comprehensive reconstruction of this encounter, explaining the criteria that led Catholics to
support a dictatorial, warmongering and racist regime. In contrast to the traditional periodization, the history
begins with the childhood of Mussolini in the final years of the nineteenth century, and ends with the sudden
collapse of his puppet regime, in 1945. This means to some extent placing in a different light the exceptional
nature of the ventennio. The Italian original L’interesse superiore, Il Vaticano e l’Italia di Mussolini has won
the “Friuli Storia” Prize for Studies of Contemporary History.

Mussolini's Nation-Empire

Marion Cave Rosselli is remembered as the 'perfect companion' of the Italian Antifascist leader Carlo
Rosselli, assassinated in Paris in June 1937. But little is known about the young English student fired with
revolutionary enthusiasm who moved to Florence in 1919, witnessed the violent march of fascism to power
and thereafter became a resolute adversary of the Mussolini dictatorship. Based on a wealth of little-used
private and public archives, this biography retraces her journey from a modest home on the outskirts of
London to the first underground Antifascist opposition in Italy, from the prison island of Lipari to exile in
Paris and the United States. It reveals the social, cultural and existential factors which underpinned her
unflinching political engagement alongside her husband. It also highlights the many challenges faced by
Antifascist women within a highly patriarchal movement by bringing to life the figure of a woman who
challenged the traditional division of labour within the family and struggled to carve a political role for
herself. Reconstructing Marion Cave Rosselli's experience in relation to the multiple political, social and
cultural worlds she moved in, this book broadens our understanding of the Antifascist movement and offers a
richly detailed portrait of a time full of hopes, anxieties and disappointments.

Understand Mussolini's Italy: Teach Yourself

The Vatican and Mussolini's Italy
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