Austerity

Austerity Across Europe

Drawing together multidisciplinary research exploring everyday life in Europe during times of economic
crisis, this book explores the ways in which austerity policies are lived and experienced - often alongside
other significant social, political and personal change. With attention to the inequalities produced by these
processes and the measures used by individuals, families and communities to help them ‘get by’, it aso
envisages hopeful, affirmative socio-political futures. Arranged around the themes of intergenerational
relations and exchanges, ways of coping through crises, and community, civic and state infrastructures,
Austerity Across Europe will appeal to social scientists with interestsin everyday life, family practices,
neoliberal state policy, poverty and socio-economic inequalities.

Austerity in Britain

Austerity in Britain isthe first book to explore the entire episode of rationing, austerity, and fair shares from
1939 until 1955. These policies were central to the British war effort and to post-war reconstruction. The
book analyses the connections between government policy, consumption, gender, and party politics during
and after the Second World War. The economic background to austerity, the policy's administration, and
changes in consumption standards are examined. Rationing resulted in at times extensive black markets and
popular attitudes to the policy ranged from wartime acquiescence to post-war discontent. Austerity in Britain
qualifies the myth of common sacrifice on the home front and highlights the limitations of the fair-shares
policy which failed to achieve genuine equality between classes or between men and women. The
continuation of rationing and austerity policies after 1945 was central to party politics. Disaffection,
particularly among women, undermined Labour's popularity while the Conservatives critique of austerity
was instrumental to the party's victories at the general elections of 1951 and 1955.

Austerity

A revealing look at austerity measures that succeed—and those that don't Fiscal austerity is hugely
controversial. Opponents argue that it can trigger downward growth spirals and become self-defeating.
Supporters argue that budget deficits have to be tackled aggressively at all timesand at all costs. Bringing
needed clarity to one of today's most challenging economic issues, three leading policy experts cut through
the political noise to demonstrate that there is not one type of austerity but many. Austerity assesses the
relative effectiveness of tax increases and spending cuts at reducing debt, shows that austerity is not
necessarily the kiss of death for political careers asis often believed, and charts a sensible approach based on
data analysis rather than ideol ogy.

Everyday Lifein Austerity

This book is about the impact of austerity in and on everyday life, based on atwo-year ethnography with
families and communitiesin ‘ Argleton’, Greater Manchester, UK. Focused on family, friends and intimate
relations, and their intersections, the book develops arelational approach to everyday austerity. It reveals
how austerity is a deeply personal and socia condition, with impacts that spread across and between
everyday relationships, spaces and temporal perspectives. It demonstrates how austerity islived and felt on
the ground, with distinctly uneven socio-economic consequences. Furthermore, everyday relationships are
subject to change and continuity in times of austerity. Austerity also has lasting impacts on personal and
shared experiences, both in terms of day-to-day practices and the lifecourses people imagine themselves



living.
Discourse Analysisand Austerity

In the immediate aftermath of the global financial crisis of 2008, governments around the developed world
coordinated policy moves to stimulate economic activity and avert a depression. In subsequent years,
however, cuts to public expenditure, or austerity, have become the dominant narrative in public debate on
economic policy. This unique collaboration between economists and linguists examines manifestations of the
discourses of austerity as these have played out in media, policy and academic settings across Europe and the
Americas. Adopting acritical perspective, it seeks to elucidate the discursive and argumentation strategies
used to consolidate austerity as the dominant economic policy narrative of the twenty-first century.

Why Austerity Persists

Several nationsin the Global North have turned to austerity policiesin an effort to resolve recent financial
ills. What many failed to recognize is the longer history and varied pattern of such policiesin the Global
South over preceding decades — policies which had largely proven to fail. Shefner and Blad trace the 45-year
history of austerity and how it became the go-to policy to resolve a host of economic problems. The authors
use avariety of international casesto address how austerity has been implemented, who has been hurt, and
who has benefited. They argue that the policy has been used to address very different kinds of crises, making
states and polities responsible for a variety of errors and misdeeds of private actors. The book answers a
number of important questions: why austerity persists as a policy aimed at resolving national crises despite
evidence that it often does not work; how the policy has evolved over recent decades; and which powerful
people and institutions have helped impose it across the globe. This timely book will appeal to students,
researchers, and policymakers interested in globalization, development, political economy, and economic
sociology.

Enduring Austerity

Looking at how austerity has become embedded in institutional practices, this book offers new critical
insights into the uneven geographies created by austerity. Reflecting on the spatially and socially uneven
impacts of austerity on individuals and families, Julie MacL eavy shows how the ‘new normal’ of post-
welfare state governance will negatively condition life chances, even in better economic times. She considers
the political, economic and social developments that have led us to the present moment and shows how the
rhetoric of austerity has pushed social inequality and uneven development off the political agenda.

The Political Ecology of Austerity

The Political Ecology of Austerity explores the environmental dimension of austerity that has thus far
escaped academic, policy, and media attention. Offering a better comprehension of the full socio-
environmental impact of austerity measures, the book highlights the importance of considering
environmental issues when designing responses to economic crisisin the future. Mobilising detailed case
studies from across the world, the volume documents the ways in which austerity impacts global and local
ecologies, shapes environmental conflicts and gives rise to new forms and practices of social moblisation and
resistance. Bringing together theoretical debates and rigorous case studies, the book proposes ‘ the political
ecology of austerity’ as an appropriate method of analysis that can inform our understanding of the shiftin
environmental protection policies and the intensification of growth practices (green or otherwise) that
followed the 2008 global economic crisis. The Political Ecology of Austerity discloses austerity to be a
globalised set of tools not only for budgetary discipline, but also for socio-environmental discipline that
justifies the continuation of capital accumulation at the expense of further global environmental degradation.
This book will be of great interest to students and scholars of social and political sciences, environmental
studies, urban studies, and political ecology.



Varieties of Austerity

Identifying continuity and variety in crisis-driven austerity restructuring across Canada, Denmark, Ireland
and Spain, this important book uncovers how austerity can be categorized into different dynamic types, and
exposes the economic, social, and political implications of the varieties of austerity.

Austerity and Elections

Conventional wisdom holds that voters punish governments that implement fiscal austerity. Y et, most
empirical studies, which rely on ex-post yearly austerity measures, do not find supportive evidence. This
paper revisits the issue using action-based, real-time, ex-ante measures of fiscal austerity aswell asanew
database of changes in vote shares of incumbent parties. The analysis emphasizes the importance of the
“how’—whether austerity is done viatax hikes or expenditure cuts—and the ‘who’—whether it is carried out
by left- vs. right-leaning governments. Our main finding is that tax-based austerity carries large electoral
costs, while the effect of expenditure-based consolidations depends on the political-leaning of the
government. An austerity package worth 1% of GDP, carried out mostly through tax hikes, reduces the vote
share of the leader’ s party by about 7%. In contrast, expenditure-based austerity is detrimental for left- but
beneficial for right-leaning governments. We aso find that the electoral cost of austerity—especially tax
hikes—can be contained if it isimplemented during good economic times.

Debt and Austerity

This book explores the complex interactions between debt and austerity, analysing the social, economic, and
legal implications of governments’ responses to the 2008 financial crisis.

The Cultural Politics of Austerity

Thistimely book examines austerity's conflicted meanings, from austerity chic and anti-austerity protest to
economic and eco-austerity. Bramall's compelling text explores the presence and persuasiveness of the past,
developing a new approach to the historical in contemporary cultural politics.

Resisting Austerity

Following the subprime lending crisis and the financial market crash of 2008-9, governments throughout
Europe implemented a series of debt reduction measures collectively known as austerity. Across the
continent, citizens and social movements mobilized dramatically against these measures, calling strikes,
occupying public squares, and devel oping new forms of political action. These movements challenged the
political and economic elite consensus that there was no alternative to cutting spending, and protecting the
financial industry at the expense of the public sector; they also challenged the political systemsthat gaverise
to these measures and assumptions, demanding democratic renewal, and imagining new modes of citizenship
and political participation. In order to better understand this wave of protest — its common themes, its local
contexts, itsideas and its actions — this collection brings together leading scholarsin the field to provide a
series of theoretically grounded, empirically rich analyses of Europe's anti-austerity mobilizations. This book
was originally published as a special issue of Social Movement Studies.

Resear ching Poverty and Austerity

Poverty isacomplex global challenge rooted in intertwined social, economic and political factors, which
excludes people from participating fully in normalised social and market-based activities. The COVID-19
pandemic has exacerbated poverty-related issues such as food insecurity, and growing numbers of people are
having to rely on welfare assistance. This pandemic, coupled with austerity measures implemented across



many European countries over the past years, has impacted negatively on towns, cities, regions and countries,
leaving places and communities depleted. This edited volume curates a collection of relevant research
addressing the challenges of poverty and the political -economic measures that perpetuate it. It adopts a cross-
disciplinary approach to covering relevant theories, methodol ogies and policy-oriented research, highlighting
the interlinkages between poverty and austerity that have resulted since the 2008 financial crisis. In
particular, the book focuses on food insecurity as one of the most extreme manifestations of poverty but also
addresses interconnected issues such as unemployment, homel essness and poor health. The contributors
primarily utilise diverse qualitative methods that give voice to lived experiences of poverty while also
considering quantitative approaches that are essential for measuring food insecurity and modelling the
impacts of austerity. The book will be of significant interest to anyone researching poverty and austerity with
an interest in socia policy, human and cultural geography, marketing and consumer culture, economic
policy, public health and sustainability.

Urban Austerity

What started as a mortgage crisisin 2007 and became a global financial and economic crisisin 2008, has
transformed into a sovereign debt crisis since 2010. Throughout, cities all over Europe have been at the heart
of the turmoil in multiple ways: indebted homeowners have been evicted, masses impoverished, public
budgets tightened, municipal infrastructures privatized, and public services downsized. In short, austerity
measures have been implemented. In view of the above, this book focuses on an issue that affects most
people living in urban regions across Europe: the idea that fiscal austerity is a necessity that politics cannot
avoid, no matter how harsh the consequences might be. To bring the effects of austerity politicsto the
forefront, the authors of this book expose actual urban problemsin their spatiotemporal dimensions, discuss
regulatory restructurings under a new regime of austerity urbanism, and reflect on the role of urban social
movements struggling for progressive alternatives. Barbara Schonig is Professor for Urban Planning and
Director of the Institute for European Urban Studies at the Bauhaus-Universitdt Weimar, Germany. Sebastian
Schipper, PhD, is aresearcher at the Department for Human Geography, Goethe-University Frankfurt am
Main, Germany.

IsAusterity Gendered?

Austerity has dominated the policy agendain the past decade. Although it appeared to end with the COVID-
19 pandemic, areturn to harsh cutbacks in the future cannot be ruled out. In thisincisive analysis, Diane
Perrons shows that while austerity policies have devastating effects on people's lives, their gendered
dynamics are particularly conspicuous: budget cuts have been overwhelmingly aimed at services used by
women. She shows how the gender aspects of this economic and social catastrophe intersected with arange
of other factors, making the experience of austerity very different for different groups - and highly unjust.
Not only that, it undermined responses to COVID-19. She finishes by critiquing the justifications for
austerity policies and asks whether there are compelling alternatives that can re-invigorate economies and
societies after the pandemic, and avoid areturn to austerity. This compelling book will be essential reading
for activists, policymakers and students of feminist political economy everywhere.\u200b

Theorizing Culturesof Political Violencein Timesof Austerity

After the multidimensional financia crisis of 2008, the member states of the Eurozone imposed a set of
economic policiesto save their economies. Socially unpopular cuts contributed to the occurrence of violent
movements that both opposed austerity policies and created animosity towards the politicians who
implemented them. Combining qualitative and quantitative comparative analyses from anti-austerity
movements in 14 Eurozone states from 2007 to 2015, Joanna Rak develops an original typology of patterns
of aculture of political violence to explain why some anti-austerity movements turned to violence and others
did not, despite having shared goals and political values. She uncovers the very nature of the differences and
similarities between cultures of political violence, identifies their sources, and determines their differing



results. Simultaneously, she opens a discussion on the exploratory and explanatory utility of the category of a
culture of political violence in the Social Sciences. Theorizing Cultures of Political Violence in Times of
Austerity casts new light on the scholarly debate on cultures of political violence and anti-austerity violent
behavior, making it acompelling read for scholars of political sociology, political behavior, comparative
politics, European politics, and sociology.

The English Prison Health System After a Decade of Austerity, 2010-2020

Austerity has reconfigured and scaled back the governance and delivery of public services and negatively
affected society’ s most vulnerable groups. This book opens up the closed world of English prisonsto
examine itsimpact on prison health governance and healthcare delivery. It argues that austerity has been a
decade-long, large-scale political experiment that has caused debt to balloon, eroded the prison health system
and perpetuated a cycle of punishment resulting in sicker prisoners. In short, austerity has violated prisoners
human rights. Drawing on interviews and data from existing longitudinal and economic analyses, the book
demonstrates how austerity has resulted in high rates of recidivism, diminished what remains of the welfare
state, and increased inequality and punitiveness. Despite a decade of failure, there is a marked political
reluctance to dispense with austerity, and the governmental juggernaut continues to produce the same result.
As the spectre of recession increases, caused in part by Brexit and COVID-19, these failures are ever more
perilous. This book blends the interdisciplinary perspectives of criminology, public health, sociology, law,
social policy, politics, and economics to enable greater understanding of the impact of austerity on health
governance, prison healthcare, the prison workforce, and prisoners’ health and safety. It challenges current
policy, practice and thinking, and is a must read for anyone who wants to reflect on how the political
economic structure can affect the governance and delivery of healthcare services in marginalised settings,
beyond prisons, and indeed beyond England.

Austerity and the Labor M ovement

An overview and analysis of austerity policies and labor movement resistance in several countries. Austerity
policies have become the new norm throughout both the devel oped and devel oping world. Indeed, austerity
has become the new buzz word in the lexicon of politicians from across the political spectrum. At the same
time austerity measures have been met with mass protest, the most famous example of which is the Occupy
Movement. In the not-too-distant past it would have been the labor movement at the forefront resisting
policies that arguably disproportionally target working people and their families. Throughout the twentieth
century it was the labor movement that fought for al working people. However, there is an increasing
assumption that the labor movement is unable to adequately defend workers from the onslaught of austerity
measures. Austerity and the Labor Movement analyzes whether this assumption isindeed true. Examining
the labor movementsin the US, UK, Greece, Ireland, and Spain, Michael Schiavone provides a systematic
explanation of the appeal of austerity policiesin certain circles and why the labor movement in each of these
countries has been largely unsuccessful in overturning such policies. He argues that the labor movement
needs to make major changes and embrace social movement unionism if it has any hope to stop its decline
and have any chance to successfully fight against austerity and neoliberalism more generally.

Austerity and Protest

What is the relationship between economic crises and protest behaviour? Does the experience of austerity, or
economic hardship more broadly defined, create a greater potential for protest? With protest movements and
events such as the Indignados and the Occupy Movement receiving a great deal of attention in the media and
in the popular imaginary in recent times, this path-breaking book offers a rigorously-researched, evidence-
based set of chapters on the relationship between austerity and protest. In so doing, it provides athorough
overview of different theories, mechanisms, patterns and trends which will contextualize more recent
developments, and provide a pivotal point of reference on the relationship between these two variables. More
specifically, this book will speak to three crucial, long-standing debates in scholarship in political sociology,



social movement studies, and related fields: The effects of economic hardship on protest and social
movements. The role of grievances and opportunitiesin social movement theory. The distinction between
'old' and 'new' movements. The chaptersin this book engage with these three key debates and challenge
commonly held views of political sociologists and social movement scholars on all three counts, thus
allowing us to advance study in the field.

Contentious Episodesin the Age of Austerity

Provides researchers with a novel methodological tool to study interactions between governments,
challengers, and third-party actors.

The Media and Austerity

The Media and Austerity examines the role of the news mediain communicating and critiquing economic
and social austerity measures in Europe since 2010. From an array of comparative, historical and
interdisciplinary vantage points, this edited collection seeks to understand how and why austerity came to be
perceived as the only legitimate policy response to the financial crisisfor nearly a decade after it began.
Drawing on an international range of contributors with backgrounds in journalism, politics, history and
economics, the book presents chapters exploring differing media representations of austerity from UK, US
and European perspectives. It also investigates practices in financial journalism and highlights the role of
social mediain reporting public responses to government austerity measures. They reveal that, without a
credible and coherent aternative to austerity from the political opposition, what had been an initial response
to the consequences of the financia crisis, became entrenched between 2010 and 2015 in political discourse.
The Mediaand Austerity is aclear and concise introduction for students of journalism, media, politics and
finance to the connections between the media, politics and society in relation to the public perception of
austerity after the 2008 global financial crash.

Racism and Austerity

This powerful book analyses racism within Britain’s Tory Party along with itsimmigration policies and
imposition of austerity, exposing how 14 years of Tory rule deepened inequality and division. With vivid
examples, from the Windrush scandal and Grenfell tragedy to Islamophobia, Cole reveals how “hostile
environment” policies, the “age of austerity” and brutal budget cuts have shaped lives and communities.
Combining sharp analysis with historical context, the book uncovers how these issues are deeply tied to
capitalism and class struggles. In the light of the rise of the far right in Britain and offering both immediate
solutions and avision for systemic change, this crucial work challenges usto imagine afairer, more
compassionate society grounded in justice and solidarity.

Austerity Bites 10 Years On

Austerity has proven deadly. Over the last decade, the damage caused by austerity measures in the UK has
had along-lasting and profound effect on many lives. Thefirst edition of Austerity Bites offered on-the-
ground reportage of one of the most significantly regressive economic strategies of any post-war government.
Over ayear Mary O’ Haratoured the UK to gauge the immediate impact — and expectations of people
affected — and found many clinging to the hope that austerity cuts would not last long as the damage became
increasingly apparent. Alas, this was not how things unfolded. Instead, much of the Welfare State had its
vital support systems systematically undermined. The public sector, including the NHS, is now on its knees.
Schools are buckling under multiple structural and budgetary pressures. Councils — even big ones — are going
broke. Homelessness is rampant. While Brexit, the pandemic, and war have no doubt impacted the economic
health of the country, previous austerity cuts left the UK less prepared to weather such extraordinary events.
With new commentary, Austerity Bites 10 Y ears On assesses on the true scale of the damage these policies
have inflicted on the country’ s most vulnerable groups, public institutions and on the wider society. It reflects



on where we have been, where we are now and what needs to happen next to undo the damage and avoid the
same mistakes again.

The Violence of Austerity

Austerity, aresponse to the aftermath of the financial crisis, continues to devastate contemporary Britain. In
The Violence of Austerity, Vickie Cooper and David Whyte bring together the voices of campaigners and
academics including Danny Dorling, Mary O'Hara and Rizwaan Sabir to show that rather than stimulating
economic growth, austerity policies have led to a dismantling of the social systems that operated as a buffer
against economic hardship, exposing austerity to be aform of systematic violence. Covering a range of
famous cases of ingtitutional violence in Britain, the book argues that police attacks on the homeless, violent
evictionsin the rented sector, the risks faced by people on workfare schemes, community violencein
Northern Ireland and cuts to the regulation of socia protection, are all being driven by reductions in public
sector funding. The result is a shocking expose of the myriad ways in which austerity policies harm peoplein
Britain.

The Public Sector in an Age of Austerity

Following the 2008 global financial crisis, Canada appeared to escape the austerity implemented el sewhere,
but this was spin hiding the reality. A closer look reveals that the provinces — responsible for delivering
essential public and social services such as education and healthcare — shouldered the burden. The Public
Sector in an Age of Austerity examines public-sector austerity in the provinces and territories, specifically
addressing how austerity was implemented, what forms austerity agendas took (from regressive taxes and
new user feesto public-sector layoffs and privatization schemes), and what, if any, political responses
resulted. Contributors focus on the period from 2007 to 2015, the global financial crisis and the period of
fiscal consolidation that followed, while also providing alonger historical context — austerity is not a new
phenomenon. A granular examination of each jurisdiction identifies how changing fiscal conditions have
affected the delivery of public services and restructured public finances, highlighting the consequences such
changes have had for public-sector workers and users of public services. The first book of itskind in Canada,
The Public Sector in an Age of Austerity challenges conventional wisdom by showing that Canada did not
escape post-crisis austerity, and that its recovery has been vastly overstated.

The Changing Politicsand Policy of Austerity

This collection of original essays explores the myriad expressions of austerity since the 2008 financial crisis.
Case studies drawn from Canada, Australia and the European Union provide extensive comparative anaysis
of fiscal consolidation and the varied political responses against austerity. Contributions examine such
themes as privatization, class mobilization and resistance, the crisis of liberal democracy and the rise of the
far right. The potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in shaping future austerity and aternativesis
signalled. Given the rapidly shifting terrain, this comprehensive handbook providesimportant insightsinto a
complex and fast-changing period of politics and policy.

Handbook on Austerity, Populism and the Welfare State

This innovative Handbook presents the core concepts associated with austerity, retrenchment and populism
and explores how they can be used to analyse developmentsin different welfare states and in specific social
policies. Leading experts highlight how these concepts have influenced and changed welfare states around
the globe and impacted specific areas including pensions, long-term care, the labour market, taxation, social
activism and gender equality.



Austerity and Recovery in Ireland

In international commentary and debate on the effects of the Great Recession and austerity, Ireland has been
hailed as the poster child for economic recovery and regeneration out of deep economic and fiscal
contraction. While the genesis of Ireland's financial, economic, and fiscal crisis has been covered in the
literature, no systematic analysis has yet been devoted to the period of austerity, to the impact of austerity on
institutions and people, or to the roots of economic recovery. In this book a group of Ireland's leading social
scientists present a multidisciplinary analysis of recession and austerity and their effects on economic,
business, political, and social life. Individual chapters discuss the fiscal and economic policies implemented,
the role of international, and, in particular, of EU institutions, and the effects on businesses, consumption,
work, the labour market, migration, political and financial institutions, social inequality and cohesion,
housing, and cultural expression. The book shows that Ireland cannot be viewed uncritically as a poster child
for austerity. While fiscal contraction provided a basis for stabilizing the perilous finances of the state,
economic recovery was due in the main to the long-established structure of Irish economic and business
activity, to the importance of foreign direct investment and the dynamic export sector, and to recovery in the
international economy. The restructuring and recovery of the financial system was aided by favourable
international developments, including historically low interest rates and quantitative easing. Migration flows,
nominal wage stability, the protection of social transfer payments, and the involvement of trade unionsin
severe public sector retrenchment - long-established features of Irish political economy - were of critical
importance in the maintenance of social cohesion.

Social Policy in Times of Austerity

The effects of the 2008 financial crisis were ameliorated by large-scale social policy interventions, which
both helped limit the depth and duration of the crisis and softened its worst effects on citizens. Yet in the
wake of the crisis, those very same social policies and the welfare state they support have come under attack.
There is, however, reason to be optimistic, argue the contributors to Socia Policy in Times of Austerity.
Bringing together leading scholars engaged in the debate over austerity and the future of the welfare state, the
book traces the strong currents of resistance to austerity that continue to thrive within organizations,
governments, and the citizenry at large.

Economics and Austerity in Europe

The full impact of austerity policies across Europe is still being assessed, but it is clear that their gendered
impacts have been consistently severe, structural and manifold. They have also been, until now, under-
researched and under-estimated. This book brings together the research of leading feminist economistsin the
area of gender and austerity economics to perform a rigorous gender-impact analysis both at national and
pan-European levels. The chapters not only offer thorough evidence for the detrimental gender-impact of
austerity policies across Europe, but they also provide readers with concrete suggestions of alternative
policies that national governments and the European Union should adopt. With a combination of country
case studies and cross-country empirical analysis, this book reveals the scope and channels through which
women and men have been impacted by austerity policies in Europe, and goes on to offer readers the
opportunity to assess the feasibility and implications of a feminist alternative to continued austerity. This
book will be invaluable to social science students and researchers, as well to as policy-makers searching not
just for aPlan B to continued austerity policies but for a Plan F — a feminist economic strategy to stimulate
sustainable economic recovery.

Sport Policy and Politicsin an Era of Austerity
Austerity is perhaps the magjor challenge of our times, given the speed at which it arrived and the

conseguences of itsimpact upon society. The global financial crash and economic downturn was the catalyst
for change and, against a backdrop of advice from experts adverse to Keynesian economics, the ideology of



austerity grew and became the dominant thinking to steer economies out of recession. This comprehensive
volume draws upon both quantitative and qualitative research methodologies to provide a varied and
contextually rich insight into sport, policy, and politicsin an era of austerity. The authors cover a wide range
of issuesin avariety of organisational contexts and geographies, including sports participation across
different socio-demographic groups; the impact of austerity on the provision of community sports; disability
sport; public management of sport facilities; the performance of public sport facilities with respect to access,
finance, utilisation, and customer satisfaction; the potential impact of austerity on sport for devel opment;
elite sport; and social inclusion and poverty. This book makes a significant contribution to the current
academic debate, while raising important considerations for policymakers and managers. It was originally
published as a special issue of The International Journal of Sport Policy and Politics.

Austerity, Women and the Role of the State

Using interviews with women from diverse backgrounds, Dabrowski makes an invaluable contribution to the
debates around the gendered politics of austerity in the UK. Exploring the symbiotic relationship between the
state’ s legitimization of austerity and women’s everyday experiences, she reveals how unjust policies are
produced, how aternatives are silenced and highlights the different ways in which women are used or
blamed. By understanding austerity as more than simply an economic project, this book fills important gaps
in existing knowledge on state, gender and class relations in the context of UK austerity. Austerity, Women
and the Role of the State is shortlisted for the 2021 BSA Philip Abrams Memorial Prize.

Austerity Forever?!

Mit den nationalen und europa schen Schuldenbremsen wurde Austeritét tief in die Verfassungen
eingeschrieben und damit zur finanzpolitischen Normalitét. Austerity Forever verfolgt diese Entwicklungen
zurtick in die 1970er Jahre und zeigt, dass staatliche Haushal tsdisziplin auch nach der Finanz- und
Wirtschaftskrise ab 2008 die haushaltspolitischen Auseinandersetzungen pragt.

Austerity

Austerity has been at the center of political controversy following the 2008 financial crisis, invoked by
politicians and academics across the political spectrum as the answer to, or cause of, our post-crash economic
malaise. However, despite being the cause of debate for more than three centuries, austerity remains a poorly
understood concept. In this book, Suzanne J. Konzelmann aims to demystify austerity as an economic policy,
apolitical idea, and a socia phenomenon. Beginning with an analysis of political and socioeconomic history
from the seventeenth century, she explains the economics of austerity in the context of the overall dynamics
of state spending, tax, and debt. Using comparative case studies from around the world, ranging from the
1930s to post-2008, she then evaluates the outcomes of austerity in light of its stated objectives and analyzes
the conditions under which it doesn’t — and occasionally does —work. This accessible introduction to
austerity will be essential reading for students and scholars of political economy, economics, and politics, as
well as all readersinterested in current affairs.

Austerity

Bryan M. Evans, Stephen McBride, and their contributors delve further into the more practical, ground-level
side of the austerity equation in Austerity: The Lived Experience. Economically, austerity policies cannot be
seen to work in the way €lite interests claim that they do. Rather than soften the blow of the economic and
financial crisis of 2008 for ordinary citizens, policies of austerity slow growth and lead to increased
inequality. While political consent for such policies may have been achieved, it was reached amidst
significant levels of disaffection and strong opposition to the extremes of austerity. The authors build their
analysisin three sections, looking alternatively at theoretical and ideological dimensions of the lived
experience of austerity; how austerity plays out in various public sector occupations and policy domains; and



the class dimensions of austerity. The result is a ground-breaking contribution to the study of austerity
politics and policies.

Austerity and Working-Class Resistance

The working classes today are facing a new set of crises around increasing austerity, authoritarianism,
exploitation, and surveillance. But in many places, and in many ways, they are resisting. From new forms of
workplace organisation, migrant workers challenging their exploitation, struggles against digitalised work,
and through alternative forms of grassroots mobilisation, working-class resistance is emerging in new and
often unexpected spaces. Through arange of casesin Europe and from around the world, this book brings
radical voices from sociology, political economy, labour relations, and media studies to offer an
understanding of the potential of working-class strugglesin and against these ‘hard times'. This engaging
volume is an attempt to understand how new, dynamic sites of resistance in and outside the workplace are
central to the different ways in which workers survive, disrupt, and create new ways of living. The perfect
guide for students and academics looking for acritical and comprehensive collection dealing with
contemporary and global cases of working-class resistance.

Austerity Bites

Since taking power in 2010, the Coalition Government in the United Kingdom has pushed through a drastic
program of cutsto public spending, al in the name of austerity. The effects on large segments of the
population, dependent on programs whose funding was slashed, have been devastating and will continue to
be felt for generations. This timely book by journalist Mary O'Hara chronicles the real-world effects of
austerity, removing it from the bland, technocratic language of politics and showing just what austerity
means to ordinary lives. Drawing on hundreds of hours of first-person interviews with a wide range of people
and, in the paperback edition, featuring an updated afterword by the author, the book explores the grim
reality of living amid the biggest reduction of the welfare state in the postwar era and offers a compelling
corrective to narratives of shared sacrifice.

L egitimating Austerity

This book reexamines the politics of austerity during the euro crisis, challenging conventional narratives of
austerity as either an inevitable economic remedy or an external imposition. Focusing on Greece, Portugal,
and Spain, it demonstrates that austerity was a political project shaped and contested across domestic,
international, and transnational levels. Drawing on extensive empirical material, the book explores how
austerity policies were legitimated in southern Europe and how they evolved throughout the crisis. It analyses
the construction of crisis narratives, and the critical role of national actorsin rooting the crisisin domestic
failure. It examines the implementation of austerity policies, revealing how they were justified but also
malleable and contingent upon political work. And it shows how austerity was opposed by an increasingly
transnational social movement. The book offers critical insights into the politics of crisis management and
the contested legacy of austerity in contemporary debates on how to govern the European economy.

Contesting Austerity

This book addresses the different forms of austerity, contestation and resistance, in order to understand how
they relate to one another and the impact they have on the democratic quality of public debates, the trust in
public institutions and the legitimacy of law. Contestation of austerity includes not only traditional activism
strategies such as human rights litigation and direct democracy instruments, but also new forms of collective
action and collaborative resistance. Most importantly, many of the new anti-austerity initiatives also aim to
renovate existing modes of democratic decision-making on the European, national, regional and local levels.
The book focuses on different types of contesting austerity measures and the interaction between institutional
and civil society actors. It will enhance understanding of how the various actors frame not only their goal but



also the underlying social conflict to contest austerity and through which means they try to achieve political
and legal changes. With 16 chapters written by contributors from Spain, Germany, Greece, Portugal and the
UK, the book approaches 3 crucial areas of austerity policies. cutsin payment and pensions, labour law
reform, and old and new poverty. In each field, the contributors analyse the processes of decision-making and
contestation from 3 perspectives: institutions, democratic theory and societal responses.
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